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Amendmei^t'' Clatim; 


This listing will replace all prior vearsions. and listings, of claims in the appUcation: 
T.inting of Claims; 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A spare tire carrier for vehicles which comprises: 

a support arm for mounting a spare tii« thereon, said support ann having a fixed end. aad 

a fiee end and a central axis; and 

a cooperating tubular assembly coupled to the fixed end of the support aim for mounting 

^e support ami on a vehicle, 

said cooperating tubular assembly including upper and lower opposed planar guide plates 
which are coupled together so as to allow for relative rotational movement flfsaid upper and 

1.^^^ Ppo«^n i«.T,«r guide Plates about a common axis which extends through the upper and 

lower guide plates, whereby relative rotational movement of the upper and lower guide plates 
about said common axis simultaneously causes the support ann to rt)tate about its central axis 
while pivoting the central axis of the support arm with respect to the coopeialive tubular 
assembly. 

Claim 2 (Original): A spare tire earner tar vehicles according to claim 1, wherein ihe 
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cooperating tubular assembly comprises an upper tubular member to which the upper guide plate 
is attached and a lower tubular member to which the lower guide plate is attached. 

Claim 3 (Original): A spare tire canier for vehicles accordmg to claim 2, wherein the upper and 
lower tubular members each have a central axis and the upper and lower guide plates are 
respectively attached to the upper and lower tubular members at an angle that is non- 
peipendicular to the central axes of the upper and lower tubular members. 

aaim 4 (Original): A spare tiie earner for vehicles according to claim 2, wheiein the upper and 
lower tubular members are substantially coUinear. 

Claim 5 (Original): A spare tire carrier for vehicles according to dahn 2, wherein at least one of 
the vppee and lower tubular members is hollow. 

Qaim 6 (Original): A spare tire canier for vehicles according to claim 2. wherein the upper and 
lower guide plates are coupled together about an axiaUy central element that extends through at 
least one of the upper and lower guide plate. 

dahn 7 (Origmal): A spare tire canier for vehicles according to claim 6. wherein the axially 
central member comprises a threaded member. 
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Claim 8 (Origmal): A spare tire canier for vehicles according to claim 1 , further including a 
latch mechanism for engaging the free end of the support ann. 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): A vdiicle including a spare tiie carrier mounted to an under side 
of the vdiicle, which spare tire earner comprises: 

a support arm for mounting a spare tire thereon, said support ami having a fixed end and 

a free end and acentral axisj and 

a cooperating tubutar assembly coupling the fixed end of the support aim to the under 

side of the vehicle, 

said cooperating tubular assembly including upper and lower opposed planar guide plates 
which are coupled together so as to allow for relative rotational movement of ^Hud upper pn4 

, ^^^ pi,n^^»de Plates about a common axis which extends through the upper and 

lower guide plates, wheieby relative rotational movement of the upper and lowet gaide plates 
about said common axis simultaneously causes the support arm to rotate about its central axis 
while pivoting the central axis of the support arm with respect to the cooperative tubular 
assembly. 

Claim 10 (Original): A vehicle inchidiiig a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to claim 9, wherein the cooperating tubular assembly comprises an upper 
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tubular member to which the upper guide plate is attached and a lower tubular member to which 
the lower guide plate is attached. 

Claimll (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier momited to an mider side of the 
vehicle according to claim 10. wherein the upper and lower tububir members each have a central 
axis and the upper and lower guide phites are respectively attached to the upper and lower tubular 
members at an angle that is non-perpendicular to the central axes of the upper and lower tubular 
members. 

Claim 1 2 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to chum 10. wherein the upper and lower mbular nwanbers are substantially 
coUinear. 

Claim 13 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to claim 10, wherein at least one of the upper and lower tubular members is 
hollow. V 

Chiim 14 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of 
vehicle according to claim 1 0. wherein the upper and lower guide plates are coupled together 
about an axially central element that extends through at least one of the upper and lower guide 
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plate. 


Claim 15 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to claim 14, wherein the axially central member comprises a threaded member. 

Claim 16 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier momrted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to claim 9. further inchiding a latch mechanism for engaging the firee end of the 
support aim. 

Claim 17 (Original): A vehicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vdiicle according to claun 16. wherein the fiee end of the support aim includes structure for the 
latch mechanism to engage. 

Claim 1 8 (Original): A vehicle includmg a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vehicle according to claim 9, wherein the vehicle comprises one of a motor vehicle and anon- 
motor vethicle. 

Claim 19 (Original): A vdiicle including a spare tire carrier mounted to an under side of the 
vdiicle according to claim 1 8, wherein the vehicle comprises a towed vehicle. 


-6- 


PAGE1N16<IK»fDAT«3lll2l»l511:18:27 AM (Eastern DayOghtM^ 


ftUG 30 2005 11:27 FR ANN ARBOR 734 995 1777 TO 915712738300 P. 11/16 


AppKNo. 10/612,254 

Amdt Datfid August 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 30, 2005 


Claim 20(Original):Avdiicleincludmgasparetijecamermoim^ 

iding to claim 19, wherein the vehicle comprises one of a camper and a traUer. 
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